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John W Campbell Jr., is rightiy credited with being the father
of modern science fiction. However, whilst looking for new ideas and
angles, he aoften wandered down some strange by-wWays...

Ferhaps the mast scream—raising, was his ‘revealation” at the
Hieronymous machine. All you had to do was constructk a linear,
Class-A audio amplifier, hook its input to one coil and its output to
another, the latter being wopund +flat like a pancake between tTwo
plastic sheets. You +then bunged a metal sample in the first caoil,
switched on, and gently rubbed the plastic sheet covering the second
coil whilst tuning & variable candenser. A process closely akin tand
about as rewarding) as simultaneously rubbing one’'s stomach and
patting one's head. However, some people claimed that the plastic
felt ‘tacky’ or ‘bumpy” and so on. In theory, a skilled operator
could deduce and analysa all sarts of facts from the machine ... even
if it wasn’'t switched on!

The late Eric Jones made ona, and when [ tried straking it, John
Campbell appeared !!! You might even may we got stuck on the same
Hieronymous Machine. Truw, but I must admit that this happened in the
King's Court Hotel at tha 1957 Worldcon in  Landon, where Eric nao
instalisd his machine {n the foyer and ! chanced to be twiddling its
knobs. How could JWC pass it by? Anyway, we had a rather ane-sided
canversation. Just HOW does one talk coherently to one idal of soma
20 years, =ven if it turns put he isn’t ten feet tall?

Later, JWC published detatls of a ‘symbolic’ version of the
mactine., You simply drew the circuiftry on paper. 1 made ane and got
results which were absolutely 100% reproducible by anyone —— NOTHING
ever happened when | used it.

Then there was the ‘'DEAN DRIVE’ wherehy one hooked a Black and
Decker power drill to the bathraom scales and took aoff for the stars.
Despite all the furare in such prestigious journals as MISSILES AND
ROCKETS and other trade papers, thirty years of pragress don’t show
any hathrooms in orbit. Admittedly, a variant of the thing surfaced
recently in Yorkshire where an ex—-miner had harnessed his drill o a
gyroscope and claimed a new power system - but so far, coal product:ion
hasn 't increased.

Despite such negative results, SF definitely widens one's
horizorms. Take the case of parapsychelagy and Dr. Rhine of [uke
University. Having encountered this psi stuff in many a story, it =as
only natural that 1 dig out the text books and read them. The next
step was making my own set of ESP cards and having a bash at telepatby,




teleskinesis, clairvovance and suchlike. I tries manfully to sgevelop
r- Pild talents along the approved lines laid down by various authors
I eagerly awaited that blinding headache or flash of supernal
kowledge which every reader krnows 15 the sign of dne s latent powers
clessoming ints  full  flowsr. I wonder how many cther fen have done
“NE &ame, gritted their teeth unti1l the enamel cowdered awa. and
czncentrated so hard their back collar stud flew Dut as they attespted
%3 move some& bloody stupid :1nanimate obJect. It was useless, no
matter how hard [ tried, I couldn’'t get the bathroom curtairn across
the road to fall down as the girl living there took a shower.

Eyep 50, stranger powers Do exist 1n  the universe.
“athematicians tell us that if you toss a penny cne hundred times, you
can expect an almost S0=-50 distributicn of ‘Heads angd "‘Tails'. Aha'

Try that trick with buttered toast amd it will land sticky side down
some 9% times out of 100, Clearly, further investigation is needed ..
Taybe if one tried tossing buttered pennies 777

Moving further into psionic investigation, there are some fine
funtzng grounds waiting for some future PhD to come and plunder them
“3r a thesis. How about the correlation between car-washing and
rainfall? Any Sunday morning car cleaner will tell you that washing
the family ialopy is a far better monsoon bringer than a Hopi rain
cance when it comes to bringing down the wet stuff., Moreover, at this
point 1 am pot ruling out the strong possibility that car paint has
Thiotimoline in it as a trace element,

Nearer to home tham the car on the drive, is the Rousewife in
the kitchen, She will tell you that the guickest way to brimg milk to
the boil, is to turn your back on it, The converse of this phenomenon
15 to be found in the old adage, ‘A watched pot never boils . HNow why
coesn’'t somebody bung a bucket on the boiler and try that one out for
a PhD ? Want more? How about the winning line en the pools coupon
that only turns up the week you forget to mail it? Or when the blonde
tombshell at the peffice asks you for a lift home on the might you
promised to pick the wife up from the hairdresser?

There's no doubt about it, this world is full of wonders. Mary
coecole catch pneumcnia each year by paddling up ard down Loch MNess in
£@4rch of a publicity man ' s brainwave, What 1is more, somme  of ‘em
43tually claim to see it .. and sven take (fuzzy, unidenifiable)
photos to prove it. Each year, the London Zpe imports a new attraction
for the suckers to come, drool and go ‘'ah' over whilst heaving
indigestible fodder into the latest Panda, lion, chimp., wolé, or
man-eating banana. Now if they only had a cage set aside for the
infrequent appearances of an invisible man from a flving saucer, those
drooling hordes would actually SEE the blighter .. and take more fuzzy
chotographe to prove L.

Speaking of Flyimg Saucers touches on ascther thasis topic.
wny does the ratic of UFO's photographed to theose photographed 1n
fuzzy, unidentifiable pictures approach unity? Seemingly, the only
zlear UFD photographs ever cbtained are of models faked wp by the
cameraman.

The solution could be that UFO s and their pilots possess a
*ys$tic power to cloud men & camera films and lenses whith they use
~henever the would-be Cecil Beaton lines them up 1n his lens, That
may only be a .0CQ1 preobability, but when does that daunt & true
~utcase? Since there's no smoke without fi1re, | wonder 14 the caucers
are really pileted by Loeh Ness monsters”

No doubt about it, this world holds stranger things thanm even
Arthur C Clarke ever dreamed about.
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LAN'S LANTERN 28 & 29 Gorge
Laskowski, 55 Valley Hay,
Blomfiald Hills, MI 48013 USA.

Two beautifully produced Ad
2ines, excellant art and a

variasty of contributors.
These are 'thame’ issues with
all material on specifie

authors. No.28 is Arthur C
Clarke, N0.27 William F Temple
and Lescar Cel Revy.
Angcdotes, poems, sasays and
articlaes. Each a caollector's
item. Available for the
usual,

C'ast Dipsomanies.$ 3Spp, photo—offset,AS +roa G.A.Bryant, Rue Jan
Pauly 121, B-4300,ANS, Belgium. English language {(or you can have a
French edition), Diplomacy game playing zine. 435p a copy (& issue
suba preferrad) or trade. Also same brief fanzine reviaws.

yhos 48 Art Widner, 221 Courtney Lane, Orinda, CA 94543 UBA, 3bpp.
Columns, letters, good artwork, a varisty of typsfaces and a total
refusal to be typecast other than as a 'seall, friendly z2ine’. Get it
for the usual.

ETHEL THE AARDVARK.Z7 is the 0.0 of Melbourne SF Club, Po Bax 212,
World Trade Centre, Meblourns 3005, Victoria, AUSTRALIA. a 24pp
melanga of Club & Con news, raviews, a personal record list, library
items, wtc. A sprawliing zine which looks as {f it wers sdited by a
dozen peopie. Bet it for trade or sub ($12. for &)

Talk about vote-hassling! [°'ve just received MARITAL (wic) RATS OF

SHADLIN.S along with a Novacon Ballot fora for the fanzine Nova Awards

— with its +first places already filled in for Marital Rats and its
editor George Bondar !!! a neat wey of avading the line saying - I¥
you vate for yourself or your fanzine, your vote will be ignored —
just con others into doing it for you. [ wonder 1§ anybody WILL fall
for the idea? Otherwise, it‘'s a nicely printed, 42pp AS zine with
notss on Cans, lots of LOCs, & pisce on rats, and axcellent artwork
and cartoons - some pinched from a Chinese coaic.No rates, but [ guess

the usual will da.

Now what else .. I°m currently working on sy autoblography, a
combination of Carry On Jeevas and Down Mmscry Bank Lana, who knows,
it may sell. Other items lost in Lisbo at the time of writing.. On the
cartoan front, MAKING BETTER MOVIES, now retitled VIDEGQ MHAKER, are
again letting debts pile up and owe ma £45 for published cartoons.
-AERDOMODELLER® still hasn't printed the piece they accepted last April
and anather publisher has been considering a short story collection
for three months and CAMCDRDER USER have now had a submission for six
wesks without rwsponse. A toy firm has NOT returned a photo I sent
tham last July, along with 8.A.E. for its return. No wonder British
Businassas seen ta be in the doldrums if they treat everyona this way.

Orn the other hand, FMessrs Dawson of Folkestone responded by
return when I asked for their catalogue of magazines for which they
handla subs. Some companies have sansa.
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fi~st appearance in
Sazturn’ in the July 1935 issum. At

Charles
SCHNEEMAN

One of my all-time
favourite SF artists is
indubitably Charles Schnesman,
born Nov.24.1912,

He attendsd the Fratt
Institute of Fine and Applied
Art in Brooklyn, where after
three vyears, he earned a
diploma. He also attended
figure drawing classes at the
Grand Central School of Art -
which helps to account for the
micellence of his lifelike

characters. Part of his
tuition fess came from money
he earnad for wor k on
Garnsback s SCIENCE AND
INVENTIDN.

His first S5F

illustration was for 'Into The
Infinitesimal® in the June
1934 WONDER Stories. His

ASTOUNDING being the artwork for ‘Menace From
first, he drew only the wminor

stories, but reader acclaim soon saw him getting the lead novels such
as this one for ‘FLIGHT OF THE DAWM STAR*® IN MARCH 1938,

Again the vast
oecharism moved,
| earching among 2 mul-
frax. million recorded stars
a coe they sought——

They wore last in inkaity—tbet thay
Asew—bet there ore mevy ivdai
Hes. Thet, they bod forgetton—

HE port dock opened with 2 weund plaodly threugh green meadows
+ g5t huss, and Techaician Jack and among green trees.  His eyes fel-
Grakam wepped

out. Hesocked lowed the horiron round asd he gasped

“ great mouibhuls of the wine-nch ar 2t what be aw  Tummirg be called
£ 15 new planet, and it Sooled through  within the ship.

which somebow seemed  aa e, aroared T EELIET
the the fear thas had been = @
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Daspite his heavy use of solid black, Schneeman used light and
skilful cross-hatching very effectively to add depth and realism to

his work. His figures were
real people actually doing
their tasks, rather than
window dummies posed stiffly
in position. Their clothing
hung in realistic $olds,
whilet his mastery of both
perspective and Qadgetry was
superb.

Incidentally it was
Charles Schnesman who, as a
fan, wrote to suggest that Doc
Smith should, "Eliminate the
inertia of the cosmic flyer
and our herg can attain
infinite speswed with negligble
power ... if he should collide
with anything there would be
no  ashock*® Thus was born the
famous ‘Bergenholm” Hia
artwork for the Lensman
stories was putstanding A%
witness the one showing an
unonscious Kinnison being
carted away by a couplwe of
thugs and the one showing
Kinniwon and Haynes gazing
into a visiplate as a gresat
space battle rages

\\\\\\\\\\\.\\\\\" \
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Just look at the
heading illustration for High
Frequency War ", (Faeb. 1740)

depicting two crouching
figures watching saveral
others. The machinery is

totally convincing and the
glow from the huge wall screen
supplies sufficiant
illuminatian to highlight the
whole scene yet leave the
watchers convincingly unseen.
The same quality can be seen
in the other fliustrations
despite their inevitable
suffering in the reproduction.

Many SF artists allow
their figures to be almost
totally averpower ed by
background machinery. Others
as with %0 many current
illustrators in analog,
completely fail to capture the
spirit of the story and offer
nothing but figures and faces
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to try and convey the mood of a story, 1 venture to suggest that i¢
Stanie, Schmidt swapped some of his story illustrations arocund on  the
stories, neobody would be any the wiser. hNot so with Schneeman, His
double page spreac for FAREWELL TO THE MASTER was perfectly tailored
to the story which it illustrated, The brooding, darkly detsiled
m§ch1ne—y beautifully balanced and counterpointed by tme realistic
figure work =- and just enough of a tease there to make you want to
read the varn to find out what it was all about.
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“He diod 8 ibonssnd poars .
#00—dut be be mot dood ™ The
Master vwopt (he currain amda.

. Schneeman did only & few cover paintings for ASTODUNDING, the
41r§t of these being the Hay 1938 issue for the first part of The
Legion Of Time. These, though technically competent, lacked the
:@pact_ of his superbly rendered and atmospheric black and white work
with his inimitable 'dry brush’' technigue. Mevertheless, they still
ranked among the magazines best.

Caught in the first WW2 draft, Schneeman entered thae Air Force
at Lowry Field where he became arn artist with the Photography Unit and

:ns demobbed in 194 -- only to be recalled in 1942 when America went
D war,

) After the war, Schneeman was gradually ferced away from B5F
illustrsting and into fuli-time Prewspaper work by fi1nancial pressures,
Supporting a family on the irregulsr $10 a time for artwork had
aluayi been precariocus, and when he moved to work on the Los Angelas
Examfnlr. the distance provad too great for viable magazine
commissions and S5F lost & great artist,

TEEE S S S S T

SOURCES: - THE COMPLETE INDEX TOD ASTOUNDING,. Mike Ashley
ASTOUNDING BCIENE FICTION .. sundry issues
SCHNEEMAN' by Alva Rogers, in Habbakuk c.19%C

Illustrations were photographed on colour ¢ilm, from the magazines,

ph?to:apied in black and white, pasted up into text and sent to the
printer.,

CEN CMEILTM.

LETTERS

W.ALDLANTE, Ir8 LA

I'm not bhappy about
+tolk getting berefits
which they have net
fought for. B>That
rules out virtually all
DHSS handouts.r#

I have in mind 1n this
instance the P.A.T which
maralises aoout the
wickedness of action, but
the members of which see
nothing wrong in
accepting whatever
banefits other teachers
have w~an far them. Thev
should decline any pay
rise fagr which they have
nat worked.

1 feel a resentment something like I suppose the un-prodigal son
felt when his wastrel brother got the fatted calf. BrRead the
parable of tha wmorkers in the vineyard. 1¥ you get mhat you agitated
for, vyou should be satistied. I¥ I harrass the Councal until thevy
repair a hole in the street, should everyone else kaep tripping up on
reaching tht spot? Likewise, in Sherrield, a bunch of us got a road
closure reversed., Should thoze mho didn't lobby the Council. not te
able #o use that road? NWe mho Ji4d agitate were happy that we got what
we had asked for .. and were pleased it helped others. <@ ON
SCHODLS.. "It is true that corporal punishment is banned on the
continent, but seldom explained is that there is a disciplinary
structure set up cutside the teaching staff, where the staft are noct
expectad to discipline, this other arrangement does discipline thwe
kids. Here,they take away the daterrent froa the teacher, but replace
it with nowt. ®& Dead true Ken, that's something I've said Yor a
long time.<@

TED HUSHES, 10 WEMWIRE O3.., WHITEFIELD. wAMCHESTER mI9 ufF

DEAD TO RIGHTS was really up my street. You may EFing 1t was
contraversial, but ! couldn't find anything to differ with 1n 1t, ans
1 ve been a Union member all my working life. As for strikes. 1

agres everybody should have the right to strike, 1f thair convictiors
demand it ~-- and avery management should have the right to sacr
strikere if they so wish. That means vou put vour job ¢a the lice
every time you come out. That would take care @f a lot of these
wildcat and sympathy strikes. The closed shop [ lived =1th all =«
warking life. I domn 't like 1t, 1t’s untfair. The Deld illos 14 ART Iw
SF came out surprisingly well., Are you limited ta reprcoJdilng U@
size of ygur camera prints”? lf so, give us a treat: do us a ‘ull zage
Weseo from a prerod preceding my cut off date of March.17ls. @7 I
fancy 1 couldget phatocopyenlargements, but rust can’'t spare the space
to give a whole page to ore 3illo, I'®w afrard, «@



/0

ETeEL LINESAY, &5 BARRY RD, [ARNCETTE, AWGLS ©O7 7RG, SCOTUAND

How ] agree with you on how the media reacts to disasters. You can
almost hear them rubbing their hands. Not so sure on yow strictures
on the right to strike. There® would be little point in striking i+ it
didn't cause havoc of one kind or another., ] would not like ta live inh
a cuntry where there is no such right. &> Read »y bit agajin, Ethel.
I dign’t put any strictures on Iindividuals striking = OWLY on them
desanding that others WUST join them, or that their tamilies should be
supported out of the public purse. If Fred wants to strike, that’'s
his right == but it js NOT his right that I should support his Tamily
uhile he does so0. <@

EFIT BENTCLIFFE, 17 RIVERSIDE L3¥2. WOLNES CHWAPEL, CHES Cwd TWA

! enjoyed thae Carry On Jeeves bit which always gets my oOwn grey
matter thinking back to sarlier times. Prior to my demob 1 spent a
lengthy spell at a very well split-up MU not too far from where 1 now
live, there was as much as four or five miles between some sites. I
was angaged in handling stores for the Wirsless Section in bstwesn
helping the Signals Officer gat a divorce and playing shove ha penny -
no sissy game this, we played on shasts of highly polished glass and
the coins when well-flicked often achisved spesds in excess of
aircraft of the time; in fact this pastime got such a hold on the camsp
that my unit bad other satellite arsas wired up for Tannoy commentary
when a big league match was to be played. Sadly, this had to ceass
when an Air Ministry Order was received for a quantity of certain
transceivers whose parts had been used for the broadcast system..
However, we were never caught out by unwelcoae, predatory visitors as
we had a very sophisticated electronic grapevine to provide warning.

ALAN SULLIVAN, 13 EIR GARDENS, RILEIGH, ESSEL SS& TTH

"RIGHTS", thare's a price to pay for them whatever they are - even
the ’‘inalienable’ oaes. It's usually having to put up with the
inconvenience of the rights of others. Evarybody has a right to be
heard, even the National Front. There do have to be limits drawn
though - whers recognising someone’'s rights infringes on the rights of
others. 8> Spot on, Alan, Nhy is it that strikers Teel othars
should (must) Jfoin them, and not that they should join the
non—strikears? <& Brt in SF, I've got a hook with some examples of
Dold's work. The pieces you used are pratty good, but you really need
to see them ‘in the large’' to appreciate them properly. @» True,
as several, others have suggested, Trouble is, I can’'t spare that much
space with & page limit of 24, AS sized pages <@

VINCE CLARKE, L& WENDOVER WAY, WELLING, KENT DAl 28N

The ART IN SF piece is getting into its swing and the illos by Dold
brought back a lot of mewories. Primarily, | suppose, it‘a the mamory
of that statement by Brian Alcdise {n SCIENCE FICTION ART, “His
(Dold s} world-picture includes man as & unit of a pre-ordained cosmos
governed by the second law of thermodynamice."” B> That says it all
“# Admittedly Aldiss was squeezed Ffor space BF Clearly, not
enough, €# but | think he means that the human figure is integrated
with the woachines in Dold's pictures, as a contrast to, say, Paul,
where the machinery is all, or modern artists wheres the figure is
predominant. And those readers who thought Biger invented intestinal
art, the depiction of machinery as an analogue to the human interior,
would besurprised if they studied Dold's writhing artifacts. B I
must admit I°'d never noticed that angle before, but nom you point it
out, I think you're dead right. ¢#

1

ROGER WADCINGION, ¢ COMMERCIAL 3T, Sf8T0N, i "Iy, w.-FedlRE 0017 %%

As a firm belimver in Great British Traditions, [ m quite happv to
see them continue the ritual of wmarching round s1th placards, the
brazier that must be kept burning, even at the height of summer. What
[ object to 15 everyone else joining 1P, 1.4, that just because the
dockers might have a genuine dispute, that doesn’'t mean every miner
has to walk out 3in sympathy, or rallway worker (if that i1sn t a

contradiction in terms), and )oin the picket line. I 1t 8 therr
dispute, it should remain their s alone, no matter that brothers
should stand together. On payment, [ hope we cCan still be

humanitarian (or idietic) enough to support a striker’'s wife and
children; but what has he ben paying his dues for? Wwhy shouldn't hae
expect his weekly wage from the Union if they call him out on strike?
B+ Why not tndeed .. I wonder why thelr protection’ slows down at
that point” +@

PAMELA BOAL, + WESTFIELD way, {WARLTON REIZSTE, win"ASE, Q10N et
TEw

“Can you remember the days when a man of equal ability and proven
wark record to another, saw bhis family go hungry because tha gate
foreman at dock or factory didn't like him? [ would also point out
that in the ambulance drivers’ dispute, it is the employer that 1s
refusing to go to arbitration and that the men are not striking., DSut
toregoing a living wage by banning overtime. @3 I agree, both are
cases where strikes are Justified. In the first case, the Union
1tselY should discipline suh a froeman, and in the second, I agres the
Government should go to arbitration -- and once again, | never said
strikes should be banned, only that nobedy should be FORLCED to j101n
‘em .. or harrassed for not doimng s5so. <@
C.K.BROOKS, 713 Paul St.. Mewport Weas, YA 23605, US4
1 read about half of Rushdie’'s SATANIC VERSES, it is pretty dense. 1
rathar doubt if 1% of the Mosleoss makingn such fuss about it ever read
the thing - someons told them it was ‘blasphemous’. [ could not see
the account of Mohammed s wmarly career was any more offensive thar,
say the Film, 'Thr Last Tesptation 0Of Christ, or the odd book, roly
Plood, Holy Grail would be to Christians. [ think the rabble rousing
is done by a few men at the top for political reasons. &% I agree
entirely. I some mays, one could dram a parallel with Hitler s
rabble-rousing. Eventually, a point js reached where even the decent
nembers of a sect feel they have to go along mith the mob for fear oY
having It turn on thes if they don 't wave Fists and chant slogans live
a lot of thick-mjitted morons.+@ A fellow at our wind-tunnel buiit
a Vari-Eze in his garage and flew it for a while, Then he ran out =#
gas 1n flight and landed Just a few feet short of the end of <re
runway. He walked away fram it, but the damage to the plane rnas
considerable. ! don't know if he ever got it back in the air or nct,

I reckon that's all for now, as I'm in a rush to get this out 10 Si%e
to avaid the Christmas mail pile up, Here's to the next time - a=
just because it°'s the Festive Season, you won 't forget to LOT wmill
you? Just sit back, let that “urkey dijest and put pen to pape- a-2
lat me know what you think of this 1S5Su@.

All the very best,
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WEIAD AND WCHDERFUL, 9.

ROCKET
PLANES

Many paeople believe that rocketry bagan with the V-2 and
that rocket planes are only a futuristic Buck Rogers’ dream. Rockats
themsa2lves are a Chinese invention dating back to at lsast B00AD, and
their use as war weapons to propel bunches of fire arrows followed
soon after. wir rockets were used against sach other, and against the
British troops by Indians in the 18th Cantury and by 1813, Britain had
its own ‘Rockat Carps’ using Congreve rockets. They werse also used
against Fort McHenry during the War 0f Independance and found their
Way Into the scng of freedom in the line "the rockets red glarse’,

It took a further century befora they wera harnesaed teo aan
carying flight, but then Fritz wvan Opel and Max Valier persuaded
aircraft designer Lippisch ta try lashing two 30lid rockets to one of
his gliderg., On the 11th., of June, 1928, tha canard (tail-first)
‘Ente’ achieved a 35 second flight. Experiments continued for over a
vear before Opel lost interest.

The German aircraft designer Heinkel was next to take up the
idea with his model 174, but he used a liquid fuel wmotor and the
aircraft made its maiden flight on June 20th. 1930. He also used a
propellsr as well as rocket propulsion for his Me.112.

Then there was the
Messerschaitt Me—143 -
which made its first
flight in August 17941,
taking of f an a
jettisonable dally.
However, its propellant
was highly wunstable and
the rocket motors had a
nasty habit of sxplaoding
- sspecially after
landing when fuel -
residuss ignited.

In 1744, the
Japanese sel out ta
manufacture Me=t43s, but ==
when the specimen being shipped from Germany was lost, they dasigned
their own version from the maintenance manuals! War snded before thay
got them operational.
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Other German rocket planes included tha Bachan
Pa349 fighter, developed in 1944, It was designed
for wvertical launch and armad with somse 30 rocket
vweapons for ume against American bombers.

Bachen Ba-34%A

The Russians were not slow off the mark
either, as thaeir BI-1, liquid fuelled rocket plana
was airborne in May 1942, In 1944, Mikovan and
Gurevich designed a rocket powersd interceptor,
the I-270, which achieved a speed of &20mph.

Dver in the U.S.A., rocket flight
started a bit later, but was wexplored much mors
thoroughly and methodically. The Republic XF-%1
was had a mixed power system of jet and rocket.
The Douglas Skyrocket reached Mach 1.9 and
24,000m. The Bell X-1 serias pushed spseds to
Mach 2.4 and an altitude of 27,564a. lspressive as
thase figure were at the time, when tha North
American X-15 project came along, it saw records
pushed to a fantastic Mach &.7 and an altitude of
107,960 metres.

Britain made
ohe brief venture into
the jet cum racket plane
stakes with the Saunders
Roe (Saro} B.R.53,. A
wall designed mnachine
powered by a D.H. Spectre
rocket sngine and a Viper
turbojet. Performsance
details ware naver
released, but the sachine
did saveral displ ay
flights at Farnboraugh
before it (and its Mach 3
development) were killed
by the infamous White Paper of 1957. 1 suspect the Labour Governsant
also killed off severasl other interesting projects — Westlands had a
project for jet & rocket interceptor. Hawker had no less than three
designs on the board, the 1124 pilotless drone, the 10&5 mixed power
plant job and the 1089 rocket fighter. Avro were nearing coampletion
of two tail-lees, delta wing rocket planes when their contract was
cancel led, =
So we're still waiting for a production rocket plane.

SARD.EY
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CARRY ON JEEVES /2,

FINAL
DAZE
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Another incomprehensibly trusting deed of the powers—that-be
was to put me in charge of a wark party at the tiny aerodrome of Narth
Creak. Our mission {and we had no choice but to accept it) was to
render airworthy an abandoned ‘Mossie® which was to be flown back to
Swannington. My protests that I was but a humble W/fech Corporal fell
on deaf ears. I was the only availaple NCO, the Jjob was mine and I
had better get on with it or else face charges of mutiny, dereliction
of duty and any other crime that could be thought up.

Ever an optimist, [ consoled myself with the thought that
since my demob number, 38 was looming ever nearer, there was always an
outside chance that | might be plain Mister Jeeves before any nasty
cans had to be carried. Bearing this in mind, I did the standard RAF
thing, I delegated. I called each tradesman to me, told him to find
out what he needed, and to report back. Dnce the lists began to come
in, I started placing orders -- several dozen sparking plus, umpteen
gallans of cocling glycal, engine o1l, trolley accs and all the other
esoteric junk needed to get a clapped out maching airborne. aAll the
bits eventually arrived and formed a Steptoe—ish heap around the
unfortunate HMossie.

Work began, but as might be expected, there were snafus ..
like the day a few of us were sleeping peacefully in the control tower
when the ‘phone rang. A bored voice informed me that a Lancaster
bamber would he landing on one of our runways, as the Swannington
strip was too short. Oh well, landing an aircraft was the pilot’s
business, not ours, so we moved Lo the window ta watch. PAMIC! The
local clerk of works on a trip to count hangars to make surae none wWere
missing, had parked his ieep slap on what he had taken to be a disused
runway. Already a black speck on the harizon, the Lanc was on finals.

1 pulled, pushed and thumped every button on the tower board until an
ear-splitting squeal from the external loudspeakers showed that by
sheer chance 1 had managed to switch on the Tannoy. A few well-chosen
nan-dictianary words into the microphone and the clerk of works made
the fastest take-oft aof his life, across the runway and into the ditch
-~ whilst the Lanc blasted past to touch down with a screech of tyres.

Luckily, it only stayed leng enough to unload a couple of passengers
before taking off again, so the pilot never followed up the question
of illegal parking on the runway.

IS5

Desplte delaying tactics, tha bLurping of joss sticks and
prayers to Allah, my demob didn’'t come through before our Mossie was
ready to fly. The fatal day arrived, engines were run up, tradesmen
carried out their DIs, the Form 70 was duly signed and a pilot
ferried aver from
Swannington, No hurricane or
Act Df God intervened to halt
the procadure. Glumly we
lined up to watch the fiasco
with visions of Courts of
Inquiry and aother nastiness
flitting thr ough our
ctollective noddles. The
engines fired, the pilot
taxied gur plane to the end of
the runway, a brief pause,
full throttle and he was away'

Up came the tail, the Mossie -
made a perfect take-of+ and flew back to main base without a hitch.
We walked ten fest tall for the rest of the day.

Incidentally, at this time [ was sharing a room in the
unused Medical Quarters with three other airmen, Whan we moved in, I
found six lovely white hospital blankets on my bed. Before I could
lose them, there came a knock at the door. DOpening it, I was faced by
a medical Sergeant .. "Oh, I left some blankets here, ['ve come <o
collect ‘em” Curses, there they were in plain sight. The only thino
I could do was think fast. “"Right, I°'11 get 'em faor you". I turneq.
walked smartly to the bed, pushed the top blanket off the pile anc
down behind the bed, scooped up the remaining five, and took them to
the Sergeant who departed with grateful thanks. Oh well, at least
did get one excellent blanket gut of the deal.

Further investigation aof our new billet revealed an electri.
heating system - inoperative as some kind person had thoughtfull
removed the fuses. A few bits of copper wire fixed that, and we had =«
warm, snug bedroom. A welcome change from the normal RAF Nissen hut
with its inadequate toke-buriing stove. No longer were we depandent or
midnight raidse on the fuel store or a stove which had to be cleaneo
out each day.

It was about this time that I began to wonder what I might
do on leaving the service and actually having to work +for a 1living.
What civilian jJob would give me four weeks leave in a year and have
short working hours plus most Saturdays and Sundays off? 1 could see
this was going to be a problem. [ ploughed through lists of available
courses before, in my innocence, selecting teaching. I duly filled ir
forms applying for a training couwse and was called to attend for ar
intarview in Norwich., Since this was to be at 10am, 1 travelled dow
the day before and stayed the night at the YMCA — a palatious
dormitory closely akin to a low grade doss-house. £An early breakfast
saw me ready with oodles of time to spare. ] enquired my way to th:
interview %1te, getting there half an hour early, so took a sunny seat
on a park bench across the road. By five minutes to ten, it pocurre
to me that the place locked rather deserted for a busy intervie
centre .. a closer investigation revealed the reason. The Flamirn
place was closed. 1 had been directed to the wrong building! I wa
forced to set off and Scout’'s pace my way across a mile of Norwich,
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/QS Eventually, I shot out of the far end of the
demab centre like a pi1p Ffrom an corange,

wearing full RAF clobber and clutching a huge cardbeoard box holding a

carrying a side pack. A demob su1t glven me by a grateful
procedure NOT ta be Govaernment. It would have made a scaretrow
recommended prigr to an plush 1n shameg, but ! was FREE. A final
important interview, Samehow ride 1n & bumpy three-tonner got me to the

I got there Just before my
nameg wa% called ... answered a
load of stupid questions and
wWas accepted as a future
mogulder of young minds.

station and the 1nevitable hour or two to
wait befare the next train heading Narth
towards God s chasen county = Yaorkshire, in
Case you were in doubt. A cauple af train
changes, several hours and ane bus-ride
later, 1 arrived back home in Sheffield,

Less than a Hesk
lataer, I heard the magic nmws
that I had reached the teap of
the Hit Parade. Growp 3B
W/Mechs were due for release.
A word hmre about this

Then came the time when I toak ocff
my RAF blue far the last time to hang 1t
away 1n the wardrobe, ready 1n case 1 was
ever called on once again to help defend

wonderful ‘Firat in, first this fair 1sle against the Dark Lord and his
out’ system. The theory was Evil Farces. The lang-awaited day was
supposed to be that those with finally here and I was a civilian, NGw ,
the longest sarvice would be strangely enough, having worn RAF hlue
demobbed firet., That was the proudly for so many years, ! was going to
original theory before certain miss it.

modifications Were made.

First, (a never mxplained) )
points system was flanged up which countesd cot only length of service, It was a sad thought to think it was all {ﬁ~ﬂ

but an airman’'s age. I had a nice hefty five and a half years’ over, but on the other bhand, 'Civvy B
service, but since 1 had volunteered at the age of 18, and was still Stresat” and further adwvantures lay

not yet 24, I had precious little in the way af age points. To make ahead.

matters worse, [ was in a Group ! trade and as such was haeld back way

behind lower Groups. Even so, Release Number 38 finally turned up on

DROs (Daily Routine Orders! and in mid July 1944 .. many moons after

War s end, I began a frantic tour of the camp in search of signatures THE END {(of part 12.)

far my Clearance Chit to prove I hadn‘t borrowed a couple of Mossies
and forgotten to bring ‘em back. Having satisfied aeveryone that 1
didn‘t have the Adjutant’'s Jeep hidden in my kit-bag, I reached the
final hurdie - an interview with the CO so that he could bid ma a
tearful goodbye.

"Have vyou thought of signing on again Corporal?" [ could see the
brave way he concealed his tears. |

"Yes sir —— and decided against it." I'm sure his face was about WANTED
to crumble.

“H'm, and are you going to join the RAF Association?” ! ’ Can some kind Statesider come to my aid. I have two

iyes sir" Not blocdy likely, but ['d have promised to join the Ku rgquxrom-nts. 0 either two Qegple tor one wiliinmg to help out
Klux Kian if my demob had depended on it. with both} are needed. Specificallyi-

"H'm, vyes, very pood. Well all the best in civilian lifm. i. Someone willing ta accept dollars from me, and buy the !
Goodbye" He choked back a large lump in his throat and turned his ?ﬁg::;::‘l book and mail it ta me. Naturally, I'll pay pastage !
¥ te hide his t 4 '

Rl B By Ssans 2. Someovne willing ta buy "as new’ paperbacks from me at I

: e ; imatel 1/3 to 1/4 couver price, but instead of sending me
D§f 1 teddled to Cardington. Sit and wait until you hear apprax ¥ ' .

your name called." “Right, hurry up over there and wait to be ;:e.f?i;:rs. to use them to buy and send me Stateside books and
called..."” "Wait, bhurry, sit, stand, and wait again.” Getting OUT of 9 ;n un; A — interested? 14 s0. drap me & line and
the RAF took just as long as signing on 1n the first place. Medicals, 2905 : by . e N g ' s
pay chits, travel warrants, ration cards, a visit to a giant warehouse © ark something out.

stuffed with clothing and the final act which made me realise I had |
finished the obstacle course == the dropping of my knife fork and

spoon into a salvage receptacle. -
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WHO * S WHO, ;

READS WwWHICH

AND DOES WHAT 7

“mE TEFYIRKNOCHERE

Stépre- King N.E.L. £4.3%9
Whes  bBapbl  Anderson siuetles
an glien craft in the cZitkwoacs
(R4 grives her te cheessi.
digging and Jnvention., Alcohol:
friend bardner comes Ltz aid her

Five pecpls, Tom, Dick, Harry, Mary, and Janm have surnames,
Smith, Jones, Robins, Brown and GCreen. Their regul ar reading
saterials are, ERG, ANALDG, BODKS, THE MIRROR, BATMAN, and they work L]
in a ... bank, shop, library, school, pub. But not in any respective

order. Using the information given, can you it the Christian names “:i:ft‘icﬁg:q.‘°°:§§::é°“:o =
to the surnames and to raading material and places eof work 7 Facal tornship fringir;

tl]l?ithr, viglence an¢ horror
¢ ruthless 1solation aslic

entorces., 1 couls do without *-
iNTIRELTE ZETAILE &F mEtgiruiatice
aleohalise, brang nERgs "
Teghirt slogane, obut otherwi:
Ling juggles characters, &;:1-
stories and hi1% dilh [

1, Tom Brown's schooldavs will continue until he retires.

2. Green, the ERG reader left her shop wearly to meet the
librarisn in MHarry's pub.

d - superbly in what 1% one of s
3. Jans takes a daily papar, and Saith keeps his comics under ucgtSFwwrrorstarlcsI Py
the bar. in ages. Highly recomsended.
i thl FAERIE TALE kaymond € Feist Grafton £3.99
4. Robins often sneaks into the vault to read his mon v The bBetl tarror tales are strangly rootes in the real World , this one starcs
magazine. mna:nntll when the Bastings move into the standard, ramsneckle house paroering ¢
Hauntel 280, 1te previous owner a4 dabbler gn Black Arts, Tuins Sean sne Patr::c-

engounter &n elwish Beiny and are stalked bY & §plzer=like sgreter, Teenape latble
i lusted atter By anather creature. Gracually, threads of norror and senace iatrude
| their world in a coaples saga of suspense and terror.

=|: = 2 [ ROLE-PLAYING MASTERY  Gary GEqu Grafton £3.99
=13 a = gg [Atereftey in ROL€ Playing Cames? Here in one volume 4re hints, plans and gas
H= 3 strateg to help you become a1 tep-level player. Choasing vyour charazters be
' Sl ke N attributes, group play, opponent assessrent, defining paraneters and Mugh nore, Fi
appendices on Qroups, conventions, magazines, game and Ernducts. as well as 4 gloss.
10 of teres. To ay inexperienced eye, it seemns the answer to & Role Flayer & grayer,
bICk /"'-ﬁj he (pr shel, beginner or adept.
WARRY REQUIEM FOP A PULEP OF WORLDS  Brian Daley Graitan £3.9°
HARY = WRe&n Caspahr Wair, sonarch of 17 stellar systems odies, he ;icks Earthsan hotert Flc
TE e as one of his heirs, To claia the inheritance, Floyt sust travel li%ht years ta atte
o the Will Rgadlng. He sets off, shepherded by spacer Alacrity Fitzhugh wha »:
: blackmailad inte the job. Thair Juurnlt 18 beset by mdny perils as enemief try
AN dispose of Floyt. Lightwelght, but fast-moving space-opera, first 10 4 new SEFLES.
T BLOOD OF THE TIGER  Rose Estes  Bantam £2.99
———— SeY 1n prehasteric days, Eari and Hawk, cast aqut by their kribes are accompanjed @
SCHOD tion cub, Masca. They struggle te survive aEainit an gvi] shaman, powerful animpls ar
T ather dangers in a hastile world, A touen o+ Tarzan-cum-Androcles and sundry conflact
mark this first {n "The Saga 0f The Lost Lands
ERG ' SOWGS OF A& DEAR DREAMER  Thomas Ligot) Robingon {5,905
BHALDE RTOTTeL 10R of tales of horror tplus eseays oA writaihg 1t , Rany $rof magati~es &-:
S tangines, They cover all the facets aof the gqenre - arn escaped sanias, isaginar.
AR creatures, p!rchulu?y. aetamorphosis, Mesrerism, vadpLrise, #3git and fantasy. Man,
NIRROR = are of the uynresclived ending type, but Mr, Ligotti avoirds the over description trap.
TATAM Te#aving his readers isaginations to conmjure up their morst feers. A nicely balancec
B T = —_ callection,
GURNAME RERLTNE oCREFLACE THE WHITE RAVEKR Djana L Pauson N.E.L, £4.30 )
Row in_ paperback, Set in &th Ceatury Ireland, Branwen iWhite Raven, Quean of 4+
& I Qtherworld) grows U0 as compinion to Princess Euei!te. Uamillingly betrothea to tns
o - English k:ni. Etseilte calls an Branwen far help., @ “artasy romance BDased an **
31 Tristan-Taeulte lesend and retold i1n a blend of history arge folk custoee.  Trere ¢ als
e an Afterweed ard )Yist of characters, plaZes and lineages
(ol | : RATHENAUTS = E9. Ru¢y Rucker = N.E.L. £3.50
M 1 L NGO PEEKING TZ7 talew from a4 galaxy of authers, each ane having same basit 1n egthenatics - dor
shy A#dy, YOU haec fo agre aaths to enjoy these, than you need astronautic training
ANSWERS read space apera, Read dbout a caded uilT. unusudl research, 4th dieension, alterny:
L= CLENADY Ce0¥aTe TEIRCC INWL dDHE TSHI TWITL9 Awwe hutar;,_ a3 wental hoae cosputer service, dimensional reversal, infinite regressions
‘Ot WMEYE CHIIMT awaSH MR CEOWhr CENIZZH N[0 CTOOHIS SHADE CNRDYS Wbl deacn foiling, endless universaws, dicing with death and a host of other goodies.

nicely Balanced mixture without an insecured end:sng in the laot,
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JOLRNEY 10 THE CERTRE  Brian Stabletcs:r  £2,99

CREATURE John Saul Bantan £3.3¢ e iAok gryliFdsearch tamn o . Fsgard 15 @ manv-layered planet, focrer nome ot &n advanced, but vanished race. Mark
= 70 n c [ ' E g P N 3
R O Wt T D R i 3 Vi R L S L I L g g S i O Rt b T IR
r ‘e t: nge’ [l ‘n s :nvthe Medical centre, in the town, things are slightlvy o#f’ and cririmals, ME -aces dinger <ram all ditectlons as he seaks to avold oeath - an tgrn ]
;riuu:llznqine ?:u% secret of the research Enerue;. MOt @ blocd and guts sEOckar, frivit éroc t-e excerience.  Not :eren;zi. but an enter131n1nq read, :
but 3 sdsernlv sscalated ztale of aenmaze wnich rept me hooked unt:il the sa3ll "ours.
One of the nest pf the year, 1: would make an 2xcellent film, FOS55 POSTER FORTEOLIG  Grafton £9.99 ‘51399 ]
TF you ¢ a 1GovEF gt ¥
BROTHERS DF EARTH E.J.Cherryh Mandarin E£3.99 his weird conversians of S5l
Xurt Morgan, solitary surviver aof & space battle crashes on a lanet rules by Diam, everyday aachinery intoe
in mnemy female who L5 also marponed there. fgatnst her inclinations, she gives Eurt a = striking, esoteric spacs
chamce top live and he is taken apto the household of warrior Kta where he begins 1a harguara, then you 11
iearn the native custoss, falls 1n love, but alsc becomes the focus for Feuding and want this collectign of
conflict, Cherryh’s own brand of §F, verging on heroic fantasy. it colgu i
R in ormat troughly

F aNTA Fiers Anthon Corgi £4.99 feet by LB hes!. T
g—ggﬁﬂu%¥%T%T?'Ftria. the $tiong. 3,q, besut1ful Aguiion and the cripple Cal wWhilist L0 U 5§::n::q ot

g th lanet Nacre thev “153lay. ar rah
i::;ivt:g n:frg. yntelligent Manta ang take them Dack ta Earth where <they [ose 3 nne’ f:ane ‘HEEU n:t qe:
terrible threat, ln part twa, they and four Mantas arg shuttied to a greh:stnrlc Earth ariterant A0 REEE A
to face monsters, volcanosk and the birdlike Orn. Part three has tnes on a world of whenever you ie@l like
free-ranging aachines and the energy attern, Ox. Unusual! adveatures on widely Tt
gi1ffering p?inlll go to make up the cospilete trilegy, here in one massive voluae.
PRIME EVIL  Ed. Douglas Wintar  Lorgi £3,9% . FOR LOVE OF E¥IL Piers Anthon Graften £3.99

T3 tal 1 vaspire yarn by Steghen King. Then R b
tomes c:n::na?:il?n:r:;;rrSE;::??inslEgn:?l??'rizgglarnﬁﬂillr Chlfﬂ abuse, insanity, LA O (M Y.'urt‘ll“ B T e B

; Farr RS 1llage irl Jolie, but crumaders seeking non-believers, kill her (though
sulcide and others. No brooding MeRdces lnnlln? in the background. but a4 curite 5 egg her :pir:t st:ys u?tn Elkl. f o ug
¥

of 2 coilection with more = ugh than deftly hinted at horror for my taste - but of The hunted Farry takes refuge 1n a monastery, develaas hie

pomers and cecores an laguisitor. Seducsd by a  desoness Nhe  gains  lamoGrtalliv o oand

course, yours say difter, #1~aliy confromnts bucifer. A mide-ranging anvthing-goes fantasy,
FEACEREEFERS Ben Bova Mandaran £3.30 N Hain ool an §TAR TREK: THE FINAL FRONTIER J.M,Diliara  Grafton £3.50

Th epiaodic style, we hear how the Peacekeeping Farce comes 1nta '; 2 nseneral T Flingons, ROBGLANS and TErrans ire worklng to develop Nimbus.3 Tnen renegage vulcan,
Arab/lsraeil conflict see three cities nuke. After an enforced cu:le ; 29 The Sysgk, a mind-master akin to Asiaov & Mele, raises 2 band of terrorists and kidnaps ¢n
Shamar dusts Jerusalem with radipactive dust and escapes with Eix ; :' o “; :a e giplomats., Kirk and an wnready Enterprise are sent in - a3 13 & Klingon ship captainec
resulting upheaval and hunt lrads to the war-stopping Peacekeepers. aut, ha ' by an ambitious kaller. Sybok, captures Enterprise and heads for the Galasy & centre,
near future yarn of the type Bova does s0 well. pursued by the klingons and hirk faces an incredible encounter.
THE HEAVEWLY HORSE FROM THE OUIERMOST WEST Mary Stanton N.E.L.£3.50 IN DTHER WORLDS A.A.Attanasio Graftzn £3.99

Wppaloosa wtaliion, Uancer (% Virst among tha Buardians of the Court 5*10“‘;"g;t “Car[ ScRirA@r vanlshes in an i1nexplicable explosion, meets the skyle, an energy bein:
Weat, Anor 15 his enesy and serves The Dark Horse. Dancer, Duchess, (a aare) an i ) 1h 2 black hole at the end of glll and 1% given a ned, non-aging body. Cast ints
¢og, Cory escape their #arm but are hunted by Anor and his hounds. #n anthropomorphic The Werld among the Foke RO MoEdoen. aHie o Retl predatary, intelligent an-
fantasy 1n whicth the aniaals replace standard husans, sriderlibe. Sent rtack to Earth to get & lcoag ot pig manure for the skvle, he

ltadvertantiy Syrens a path tgcr the Iot%ti. W wWidE-ringin tantas 1n wWhich aleps:
PIPER AT THE GATES OF DAWN PMary Stanton N.E.L. £4.%3 anything can happen - and often does. L Y o
““Sequel to Heavealy Horwe recounts the further struggles of the horses. fuchess 13
kilied by El Arat, Dancer has lost his spul, so his san, Piper aust take on the battlie WYROD SISTERS Terry Pratchett Corg: £2.9%
against tnn pv1] Anor and his hounds. A massive, SODBE trade-size volume. If Inu have h
[ ] ]

i Verence 15 killed by Deke Folmat, hys ghost haunts the castle, B h
thfant son is rescued by Granny u..tK.r-¢u and two Dthl? witches and 1van {ntzt t;:

care of windering actaors, The witches tangle with th ki h f
PRELUDE 70 FOUNDATION  lsaac Asimoy  Brafton £3.99 justice is served. Sixth Discwarid noval sees | hett aingling worge  meaniont

% horsm-crazy youngmgirl araund, wither (or both) of 5t make an ideal presen

“Wher erry Pratchett aangling w

¥ IThEe youno Mar: Seldon presents his infant theory of plychuhiutur{. Eapwror Cleon and Shakespeare with hilarious abandgn, ¥ 4 § wWorde, ssanpngs

and the Mayor of Wye bath wee 1t as 3 way to nanigulatl the massRE. Sz_dnn 15 huntwed, _

befriended by newsaan Hummin and along with the eantiful Dors Venakili, mabarks on an CUCKOD S EBR C.t.Charryh Mandarin £3.30

episodic series of adventures as he seeks to perfect his theory. #n rzcellent yarn in “Fumdn BIEY, Tharn, 13 raised to manhesd by the hatant warriar, Duun, who Farght

mhich Asimoy neatlz tiet off all the semaming loose ends to give us ane of the Dest, scroole  the child in rartial arte befoce launching hin into Sonun sacietv, #s & hated

Foundation novels yet. dien, Therr bezores *he centre oé g poee- struggle befnre discovering his grigirs  a--
fuifiidang a iong-planned destiny of 1nter<face cantact. 4 re-issue ot one c

BACK 10 THE FUTURE I1 Craig Shaw Bargner Headline £2,59 ! Cherryh % best space operas.

UAC® again, yoong marty Hc?lv goes timp travelling with Dr, Brown, this tiae, to the .

future along nita his girl ¢rieng Jennifer, The prupose is to prevent thelr son to REC DWARF  Grant Naylar  Penguin £3.499

come from going to jail and future daughter out of a mantal hoar. Complications CISter signs on angard Red Dwar¢, finagles hiaseld inta deep fresze, far a short

davelop when oully Bifé sees time travel as his oritlr and things get hectic before 1t trip, and amikes I million years later to find the rest of gha craw dead, the ship 1

16 all worked out. Rather juvenils bock varsicn of the film script, but if you enjoyed Cat has evnl;ec intg an jntellioenct Eetng and tre Aed Dwirf is being run by a senile

that, you'll prosably like this one. :a'uft"- or ¢oopany he hae the holegran of the dead, Rimmer, Fram here, things get
EDIE 1cated 1n this book versian af the TV sarjet. [+ you liked that, vau I1 uang the

MHITE NUN'S TELLING Fay Sampson Headiine L£3.50 . ) ank.

Sgcond in EThe Daughter of Tintage! seraes seex  Horgan attespt to kill her half cLe s - )

nrother, and banished to Tintagel Convent which stinds above a sacsed cdve. The SHu(DWDALE ‘1ckare Awlinson  Fenguie £7,9%

justere ljte has strong undercurrents as Rorgan invelves the abess. old nurse 6uennal when the Tanlets o4 Fate are stolen, “he avergoc AC CONS1QNs the tesser goce te nursn

and a young  hub. 3t the risk pf being dubbed a amale chauwvinist, 14 say 1t =28 the toem, Ex-gea Eane teeks pawer, the cthers, a return to their gadhoad, qhe) o

Fantasy version of a woman s romsantic nevel and ideal for frthurian legena lovers. tanlets and 50 DEQINsS 4 guest beget by dange

ry aagic, strange creatures and treachery.
A¢ter a2 ctamplicated, character-cramsad § arl' this first ook 1n the “Avatar Tr:laqt

sertles into & standard 5.5 Jantasy 1n the Fargotten Aealas’ series.
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ALAZEL  Isaac Asimov  [oubleday £1v.95

T~ #uch prefer Asimov & shorter stories. and hgre are etghteen of thes - each
revolving around the deeds pertormed and told 10 Asimov Dv his ¢riend, Geaorge. Hzaz=al
ts onlvy ZCm. high, but he 15 called an to hel? & basket-ball player. a sinper, a
marriage, 3 would-be Casinov, an accicent 27one, and otners, Sadly, the resutts are
nevar quite what the bBepeficiary wanted. Lizet-nearted fantasies 1f the widehouse
stvie, and 1deal one a Alght bedfime reading.

THE FACE OF FEaR Dean R Koontz Meadline £3,39

er 4 clvabing accident, Graham Harris cevelops Tsycni: powers which allow hia 1o
give vital clues to the police seeking the sadistic aultiple kille, The Butcher . .he
surgerer sety out to get Harris and his qirl _friend and traps tChea 1n 2 nesr-aspty
skvsCcraper +or a territying cpnfroatation. Taut, violent horror, not +gr the squeasish
or those who leave doors unlocked at ai1ght,

4 DISAGREEMEN! WITH QEATH  Craig Shaw Gardner 12,99

Lppreatice Wuntvor 1% still oa the trail seeking a cure tor his master, Mizard
Ebenezum s asflictian af Eneezing 1n the Dreseace ar magic. This time he eacounte"s
Fites, Marv. Jane, Yictoria and Hortease 5 w=ell as chailenging beath niesalt., ng
tinal nilariaus ShS send-up in the Batlaa Of wuntvor tealogv,

W1TH FATE CONSPIRE Mike Shupp Headline E3.9%

War vetwran, Tim Harper 15 working alternate universe thesis when hg 18
enghlobed n ¢ forge field and sews Bosten odevastated., Then begins has Journay 70,900
vears intp the future where some people are telepathic. He 1x picked up by the
Alghgrans who_ are in the middle of a war, which Harpers ti1me travel abilaty aav allow
them to win, This first part of the 'Destiny Makers' serie&s seeas rather pedestrian,
but could develop.

From Mandarin at L£3.9% each come two re-1%sues of Alfred PBester varns

ExTRO Originally tEndian 6iver 1n Analog ¢(1974/3). Tells of seatl group ot 1mmortals,
who got that wav after undergoing excruciating pain. Ore of thea, Bulg, seeks ta
recruit scientist Sequaya to their ranks by exposing hia to a ghastly accident, bdut 15
forestalied by rca{ calamity. 5Segoya then begins taking Over super conpu*nr Extro
and the ismortals are fighting for their livaes. Well-written, qood characters and
future Ldioa. Recosaendad.

SOLEM'®° [n a sleary future
FeTeass the Golea. Horribile killings ensue, whic

a bunch of bored women trz to conjure up the deil, and s0
] are investigated by Policeman
Subadar Din‘dli. Perfuse designer {working on D1l d° Eau) Shiea - who in schizephrenic
aoments becames the sacabre Or. Wish - joine with trouble solver Gretchen Nuon to aid
the Subadar. Spee SFnal ‘in-jokes’ anda whole wad of strange Gawghan art work before
vou reach the tail sting.

THE JOSH KIRBY POSFER BOGK Corgr £8.73
Uo vou drool over Ehe covers of Terry Pratcnstt s Discworld series? [f so. here
arg 13 larae size reproductions - xlb'arnxl of Josh Kirby s intricate and hilaricus
aintings froa Fratchatt s various books, plus three character vigasttes enlarged ‘o
his size =~ all withgut tettering across thes and suitable for lraalng. You also get
brographical notes on author and artist along mith photos, roughs an sose  tAdllar
iltustrations, Not cheap, but a lot of fun.

WHEEL OF THE WINDS M.J.Engh Brafton L3.99

Sat oh @ utranqe, sediaeval world where bife ravolves around the river Sollet. 4n
alien has landed, been captured and now betriended by the town Warden and 4 ship &
saster, he must make an adventurgus trek past mirates agnsters and other warlds before
he can reach his transsatter and summon a resiuse crafl. A nice, gentle narrative which
avoids stereotvped sex, sadisa and sorcery.

STEEL BHOST  Chris Hockiey  Graftoen 3,30

Kftar 4 violent, sleazy opening, we aest explosives expert Toa Questar who 1t
:nntinuall{ hunted by an anonymous assassin, His lite is bedevi led by flashes to the
tloodthiraty oeeds of Stalin - whose spirit 1s sesking a naw body. I m atralid [ toungd
this one too tedious and bitty to get into. The choice is yours,

T.h.R.D.T Prars nnthonx Grafton £4.99

er ieplausibly, Brother Paul is sent to the new colony mworld of Tarot, where
ineaplicable aental animations bkased on  the cards, assume realitty., He finds a
segaented, bucolic society, split into religiows factions and seal-worshipping tne
ublquitous trees. e investigates the animztions and i1s drawn 1nto their world tor a
Pllgrin s Pragress like saga of incredible adventures, and tests as he seeks ine
truths of religion. A massive, 400+ pager which also helds an geplanatory lntraduction
and fppendix on the Tarot cards




.1 aFQ Ae LtEI7 Ferjubi-E3.-Richard kalinscr Feng.in £2.59
bomiez of crazs =abllowirg frazaowmgale 1n whach the Taplets 0F Fate were stolen.
icezertly *i2night i+: zisryc Ag2n are on trisl for 3 killing done by the evil gqod
T4t 3, 1E;a3iNQ, "4+ +aCE humercus cerils, treachery as well as the sinister cenaces
B 2% Teath, GSword and sorcery wWith all 1ts trappins 1n
of Lr& =citar fryjzz. tre Foraotten Reaiey seriws.

Lavid $t.llair £3. %%

 Srunc ¢ %:3 ymar ol? sco :s kidnapped, & body s identified as his. Than
-car1enced  tell her me i3 stitl iglvi and she follows & trail leadins froe
Scotlans s:e-e she enzounters the culminattons of an evil plot acainst her
téut, dis-seat shocker of resorseless vengeance glaced 1n a modern setting.

Gf 2% SFINCES  Jennifer Reoersan  Corgy £3.99

qUETE @ JaLuer, ‘Ersanan, kart ang Corin, the thres Cheysuli sons of Niall, ruler
a¥re thy “e:7 link 1n trhe jenerations-olé rro hetv @i the Firstoorn, fefore

:.31a3 the.- ressective sartnrygnts, each would Rhave to face unknown assassing,

arg evi. a~chantsenrts. Three gprinces. three destinies - and :4 evea one

.t tyleil sre pattests i+ prophec.. Hosanan are Cheysull alike would pav 3

fE..." Faetr oin the Chrcoicies of the Chevsull  serfies,

THE BLacr “OMER  Ricmar: A Lugovr  Bantas £3.50

“wiTudd . 2+ The [urgeon seraws, In the 19th, Century, Hajtor Clive Folliot sets off
%2 CIRC "iE BIERING grather.  Saved fros con-sen by Sergeant Saythe. he has a3 series of
tarardc.s estapes Svscre finding hisselt 1n The Dungean’, & world of strange creatures
roe sis-prpnt SElartes and  tiaes, All  are trapped n the werld s maze-like
SAtr1feitan,  Ap ertartiining navel af hagh  adventur® 1p a4 period  setfing, NWith
#azellerr illustrat:ices by Robert Gould,

THE DER v _ORD OF c424mDA  Davad Edmings.  forgy £3.%9
NeW  FTogferbairn, ook 3 o4 the Hallorson where Garion ang Belgarath continue the
tI® tr#ir son. sicnapped oy Lansramas, Captured by Takath. Empercr of Haljorea,
Thes  BEZdifa&  FRd SRR uUp  against the asd Urvon, disciple of the evil God Terak., and
Jeszn .75 Haka2. Grce agaln, the qoodie’ triumph against overwhelaing Amenaces, but
J1ASrasdy 2siapes T2 mrzak sore il
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